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ministrative and revolutionary dangers threatened to be-
come more serious. The Young Turks, who had announced
the calling of a democratic parliament for the whole Turkish
Empire, might demand that representatives from Bosnia
should sit in it. They might even seek to nullify the Aus-
trian occupation which had existed since 1878. Moreover,
if war should break out between Austria and Turkey, would
it be the duty of the Bosnians to fight on the side of their
"sovereign," the Sultan, or on the side of the actual Aus-
trian rulers of the district? The situation offered an ex-
cellent opportunity for anti-Austrian agitation, and the
"Greater Serbia" propaganda made the most of it. By
annexing Bosnia and Herzegovina, Aehrenthal hoped to
put an end once and for all to any doubts that the provinces
were to belong to Austria-Hungary.27
The sudden Young Turk Revolution of 1908, and the
vista of uncertain possibilities which it opened, seemed to
both Izvolski and Aehrenthal to offer a favorable oppor-
tunity for a mutually advantageous bargain at Turkey's
expense. Russia might settle the "Straits Question," by
securing the right to send Russian warships through
the Bosphorus and the Dardanelles; and Austria might
strengthen her position in Bosnia and Herzegovina, by
converting the occupation which she had enjoyed for thirty
years into a direct' annexation. This was the substance of
an aide-memoire which Izvolski sent to Aehrenthal on July
2,1908,28 in connection with the negotiations concerning the
Sanjak and the Danube-Adriatic railway projects. Aehren-
thal was delighted with Izvolski's proposal, which fell in so
nicely with his own plans. In order to arrange the details
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